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Programme 

Tuesday 17 December 2024 

Opening segment  

8:30 Registration 

9:00 Welcoming Words 

Elfriede Moser | Director-General for Forestry and Regions, 

Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions 

and Water Management 

Maria De Cristofaro | Communications Coordinator, Forestry 

Division, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations 

Andre Purret | Incoming Deputy Executive Director, 

International Union of Forest Research Organizations 

9:20 Rooted in Knowledge: Navigating the Gap between Value 

Creation and Conservation 

Ragnar Våga Pedersen | Director of Communications  

NIBIO, Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research 

10:00 Short overview of Austrian Forests & Wood Initiative  

Georg Rappold | Director, Department for Wood Policy, 

Bioeconomy and Innovation, Austrian Federal Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management 

Coffee break   



 

 

10:45 Flashlights–Communicating forests & wood  

Examples from Austria  

• What The Bug?! Cross-generational storytelling  

Irene Gianordoli | Austrian Research Centre for Forests 

• Wood goes Europe App 

Johannes Wall | Upper Austrian Chamber of Agriculture 

• Vienna Museum of Science and Technology - permanent 

exhibition  

Marlies Forenbacher | Vienna Museum of Science and 

Technology 

• HOWARD - Cubes    

Petra Seebacher | proholz Styria 

 

Lunch break 

Campaigning for sustainable uses of sustainable wood–from global to local 

13:30 Grow the Solution–a global initiative to reshape the 

sustainable wood narrative  

Maria De Cristofaro | FAO 

Kai Lintunen | Head of International Communication, Finnish 

Forest Association 

 

14:15 Image Campaign „Hey Forest!“  

Falko Mätzler | Creative Director, Büro für Werbung  

Coffee break 

15:30  Communicating with policymakers–findings from the Forest 

Communicators Networks’ Global Coordination Group 

annual meeting and an analysis of audience media 



 

 

consumption behaviours 

Maria De Cristofaro | FAO 

16:00 World Café  

Interactive part of the programme on upscaling/downscaling 

sustainable wood campaigns 

17:00 Résumé and Outlook   



 

 

Wednesday 18 December 2024 

Training session  

Trainer: Lena Doppel-Prix  

9:00 Opening remarks 

Maria De Cristofaro | FAO 

9:15 Training session part 1 (theory) 

How to use AI effectively for forest-related communications, 

including for communicating trends and data related to 

forests and forest products  

Networking and coffee break 

11:00  Training session part 2 (practice)  

Hands-on exercises with AI tools to develop products for 

communicating on forest trends and data (text, social media, 

info graphics) 

Lunch break 

Field trip 

13:30–17:30  Field trip  

Wood in urban buildings and infrastructure  

Organized by proHolz Austria, Bernd Höfferl 

18:30 Dinner, hosted by IUFRO 

Gmoakeller, Am Heumarkt 25, 1030 Wien 



 

 

Thursday 19 December 2024 

9:00 Opening remarks  

Kai Lintunen | Finnish Forest Association 

9:10 Best practices in forest communication  

• TV Show Healthy Forest 

Igor Viszlai | Project Manager, LignoSilva - Centre of 

Excellence of Forest-based Industry 

• Transforming cities into biocities to tackle global 

challenges 

Livia Podestà | Communications Manager, European 

Forest Institute - BioCities Facility 

• AR-App Öswald - App in den Wald! 

Irene Gianordoli | Project Manager, Austrian Research 

Centre for Forests 

• Branching out: the forest podcast. Making science 

simpler through conversations 

José Bolaños | Communications Manager, International 

Union of Forest Research Organizations 

• Update on the European Commission's forestry 

brochure 

Tamas Szedlak | Forestry Policy Officer, European 

Commission DG Agriculture and Rural Development 

 

09:55 Q & A 

10:00 Updates from the FCN-Subgroup-Forest Pedagogics 

Lada Matoušková Prylová | Manager of External Relations, 

Forest Management Institute 



 

 

Networking and coffee break 

11:00 Update on ECE/FAO communication work  

Liliana Annovazzi-Jakab | Section Chief, ECE/FAO Joint Office 

and ECE COFFI Unit, Forests, Land and Housing Division, 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

11:30 International Day of Forests  

Maria De Cristofaro | FAO 

• Highlights from International Day of Forests 2024 (“Forests 

and Innovation: New Solutions for a Better World”) 

• Introduction to International Day of Forests 2025 (“Forests 

and Foods”) 

12:00 Workshop on International Day of Forests   

Session in breakout groups 

12:30 Reporting back from breakout groups 

Lunch 

14:00 Any other business 

14:30  Closing remarks 

  



 

 

Taking of photographs and video recordings:  

Photographs and video recordings will be made at this event. It is therefore 

possible that visitors will be recognisable on the recordings. By participating in the 

event, you consent to the processing of data in this regard by the Federal Ministry 

of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management (BML) and to any 

publication of the photographic material on websites and social media channels. If 

you do not agree to the processing of a photograph, please contact 

holz@bml.gv.at.  

We would like to point out that the recording of online events, even for private 

use, is not permitted. Such a recording encroaches on the personal rights of the 

lecturers as well as the recognisable participants and constitutes a violation of the 

GDPR. 

 

 

 

More Information on the woodCircle:  

 

mailto:holz@bml.gv.at

