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4 PREFACE

Preface

In Austria, ensuring multifunctional forest management on a long-term basis is a matter of top
priority in the context of forest, environmental and social politics. Under the headline “Forests
concern us all!” the Federal Minister for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Manage-
ment thus initiated the Austrian Forest Dialogue as early as in April 2003.

The Austrian Forest Dialogue is a novel approach aimed at the foresighted settling of clashing
interests and the improved coordination of forest-related activities. It is conceived as an 
institutionalised, comprehensive, open, transparent, and long-term dialogue on forests and 
related topics and aims at securing and permanently improving the sustainable management,
conservation and development of Austrian forests.

After little less than three years of most intensive work more than 80 organisations and institutions
adopted the first Austrian Forest Programme in totally 27 Round Table meetings. The Austrian
Forest Programme can be rated as a milestone of forest policy. In a forward-looking manner 
it identifies all important topics, objectives and measures regarding Austrian forests and is trend-
setting for the activities of all organisations and institutions participating in the Forest Dialogue.

Apart from the Austrian Forest Programme, also the Work Programme belonging to it constitutes
an important outcome of the consensual Forest Dialogue process. The Work Programme is 
a living document which, by means of concrete measures, provides both continuous recording
and further development of the implementation of the Forest Programme.

The present publication is to offer a brief overview of the Austrian Forest Dialogue and summarises
the most prominent parts of the Austrian Forest Programme as a short version. The long version
of the Forest Programme is available at www.walddialog.at.

Mr Gerhard Mannsberger
(Head of the Forestry Department of the Ministry of Life)
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The Forest Programme is the outcome of a
broad-based, open and transparent participati-
on process. It was unanimously adopted by the
political committee of the Austrian Forest Dialo-
gue, the Round Table. The party “The Greens”
(Die Grünen), the World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF) and the “Ökobüro” consented with
reservation.

The Forest Programme is structured along 7
forest-political “thematic areas” to which totally
28 principles, 52 goals, 22 fields of measures as
well as 66 sets of measures were assigned.
When cutting the text, we took care in general
to describe the major aspects of each thematic
area in as objective a way as possible. Detailed
descriptions of the status quo, including the dif-
fering opinions voiced by participants, the set of
indicators as well as the rules and principles of
the Forest Dialogue are provided in the English
and German full versions, which can be retrie-
ved via www.walddialog.at.

The Austrian Forest Dialogue is implemented
step by step applying a continuously updated
Work Programme. The Work Programme com-
prises concrete individual measures as well as
so-called “best practice” measures. Further,
also the indicators with their respective actual
and target values form part of the Work Pro-
gramme. The Work Programme is a separate
document which, due to the process of conti-
nuous updating, is published only in electronic
form on the internet (also at www.walddialog.at).

I. Introduction
The present publication outlines the Austrian Forest Dialogue and points out the most 
prominent parts of the Austrian Forest Programme.

L: Andreas Januskovecz, R: Franz Maier L: HoD Gerhard Mannsberger, R: Minister Josef Pröll
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Objective 
The Austrian Forest Dialogue is a novel
approach aimed at the foresighted settling of
clashing interests and at improving the coordi-
nation of activities concerning forests. It pro-
vides an opportunity for stakeholders to
exchange opinions in discussions in which they
meet as partners and to find a consensus
regarding problem assessment and possible
solutions for the support of sustainable forest
management. The objective is to secure and
permanently improve the sustainable manage-
ment, conservation and development of Austri-
an forests.

Rules and Principles 
When the Forest Dialogue was launched all par-
ticipants jointly elaborated rules of cooperation
and principles of process structure and proce-
dure and adopted them by consensus. These
rules and principles are fundamental for the
success of the process and the result-oriented
work in the Forest Dialogue. The detailed rules
and principles of the Forest Dialogue are avail-
able in the long version of the Austrian Forest
Programme.

Structure and Procedure
The Austrian Forest Dialogue is a participatory
dialogue process structured according to inter-
nationally recognised principles (see Figure 1). 

The guiding principles of the Austrian Forest
Dialogue include:

• Active participation
• Openness
• Transparency
• Commitment
• Consensus orientation
• Continuity
• Holistic, inter-sectoral and interdisciplinary 

approach
• Consistency with corresponding international

conventions and agreements

7THE AUSTRIAN FOREST DIALOGUE

II. The Austrian Forest Dialogue

Figure 1: Structure of the Austrian Forest Dialogue in its first
phase (2003-2005).



Participants
Participation in the Forest Dialogue is open to
all groups, institutions and interested persons
concerned with Austrian forests. Around 80
state and private organisations representing the
interests of environment and nature protection,
sports, forestry and agriculture, the wood-
based and paper industries, occupational
health & safety and consumer protection, hunt-
ing, the church, development cooperation,
youth, science, education, energy manage-
ment, the Federal Provinces and public admin-
istration (see Annex 2) participated in the prepa-
ration of the present Forest Programme.

Via the Internet platform www.walddialog.at
and in the form of written comments the gener-
al public can participate in the dialogue process
and can look up information on the outcome of
the Round Table and Module meetings. The
results of the individual working groups as well
as the comments on them were collected in the
Intranet - which is accessible to participants
only – and, after adoption by the Round Table,
were made available to the general public on
the Internet. The public is comprehensively
informed also by means of a Forest Dialogue
Newsletter which reports regularly on the 
current state and the progress of the Forest 
Dialogue.

All participatory activities of the Forest Dialogue
are carried out with the support of independent
moderators and recording secretaries. 

Availability of the Forest Programme does not
mean that the Austrian Forest Dialogue has
come to an end. It will be carried on according
to the principles laid down in the “Principles of
the Forest Dialogue”, in an open and transpar-
ent way, focusing on the implementation of the
measures set forth in the Forest Programme
and the Work Programme as well as on the
evaluation of the process and the measures
implemented. 

Round Table
The Round Table is the political decision-mak-
ing body of the Forest Dialogue. It establishes
the principles (rules), the procedure and the
content orientation of the Forest Dialogue and
adopts the individual results of the Forest Dia-
logue by consensus. The Round Table is
chaired by the Federal Minister for Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment and Water Management.
For practical reasons and space limitations only
representatives of organised interest groups of
country-wide importance may actively partici-
pate in the Round Table.  So far, 44 organisa-
tions have accepted the invitation of the Minis-
ter; one organisation (Greenpeace) has with-
drawn from the Round Table in the course of the
process. A list of the organisations participating
in the Round Table is provided in Annex 2. 

Working Groups (Modules)
In order to maintain the dialogue efficient, the
themes relevant to forest policy were sub-
sumed under the following three working
groups (the “Modules”) at the beginning of the
Forest Dialogue:

- Module 1 “Protection Forest – Forest Protection”
- Module 2 “Economy”
- Module 3 “Environment – Society”

Content-related work and the balancing of
interests with regard to the individual topics
have taken place within the framework of the
Modules. To allow more detailed work on
selected issues Module meetings were supple-
mented by specific thematic workshops.  As of
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2006 the modular structure was dissolved. The
originally separate, subject-related meetings of
the Modules were replaced by the so-called
permanent “FOREST FORUM” (for details, see
below).

Coordinating Group
The Coordinating Group acts as an interface
between the Forest Forum (the Modules) and
the Round Table. It synthesises and harmonises
the results of the Working Group, or Forum,
meetings and presents them to the Round
Table. Moreover, the Coordinating Group inte-
grates the decisions of the Round Table into
final reports. The Coordinating Group is chaired
by the Head of the Forestry Department at the
Ministry of Life and comprises the persons
responsible for the individual themes (formerly
responsible for the Modules), the Head of the
Process Management Group, the Head of the
Forest Dialogue-Secretariat, an external record-
ing secretary, and an external moderator. 

Process Management Group
The Process Management Group is responsible
for the planning, controlling and coordination of
the entire Forest Dialogue. The process man-
agement is taken care of by the Federal Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water
Management and is supported by external sci-
entific consultants. 

Due to personnel overlapping and for the sake
of greater efficiency, the meetings of the Coor-
dinating Group and the Process Management
Group have in most cases been held jointly. 

Forest Dialogue-Secretariat
The operative activities of process implementa-
tion, organisation and preparation of meetings,
coordination, documentation, and editing of
working papers are carried out by the Secretari-
at for the Forest Dialogue. Another task of the
Secretariat is to handle queries from Forest Dia-
logue participants and from the public, and to
maintain the Forest Dialogue homepage
(www.walddialog.at).

Phases of the Forest Programme – Steps
towards the Forest Dialogue
The Forest Dialogue has been designed as a
long-term and continuous process. Ideally, the
Forest Dialogue and its results go through dif-
ferent phases (see Figure 2).

The Forest Dialogue, and thus the preparation
of the 1st Forest Programme, started with the
description of the actual situations, trends and
problems. Here, a broad survey of data
formed the basis for a common evaluation of
problems faced by the forest sector. Subse-
quently, common principles, concrete goals
and fields of measures (Guiding Principles)
were formulated. To allow progress tracking,
indicators were defined by means of actual
and target values.
The Forest Programme is implemented by
means of a continuously updated Work Pro-
gramme. It is the responsibility of the institu-
tions dedicated to the Forest Dialogue and its
results to implement the measures provided
for in the Forest Programme or the Work 
Programme in their respective fields of com-
petence. 
At a suitable time statutory measures and
progress will be evaluated. Based on the
results of the evaluation the actual state of the
forest will be re-assessed and another round
of the Forest Dialogue will begin.
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Goals
(Guiding Principles)

Evaluation

MeasuresImplementation

April 03

1st Austrian Forest 
Programme

Jan 04 Nov 04 Dec 05

of the Austrian Forest Dialogue

Actual condition

Figure 2: Phases of the Austrian Forest Dialogue.



Facts & figures about the 
1st Austrian Forest Programme

The Austrian Forest Dialogue was launched on
9 April 2003 within the scope of a big kick-off
event which was attended by more than 250
persons. After that, the Forest Dialogue was
carried on by means of the technical working
groups (the Modules) and workshops. Until
completion of the 1st Austrian Forest Pro-
gramme totally 20 days of Module sessions, 4
Round Tables and 5 thematic workshops were
held. To this end, totally 216 hours were spent
in meetings with participants from more than 80
organisations of country-wide importance.

Public Relations
The public relations work in the Forest Dialogue
is carried out by the Austrian Federal Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water
Management (BMLFUW) with the support of a
professional external PR agency. Important
public relations work is undertaken also via the
permanent Forest Dialogue homepage
www.walddialog.at. 
In connection with the preparation of the 1st
Austrian Forest Programme 4 press confer-
ences were organised; 10 press releases were
prepared and 9 Forest Dialogue Newsletters
were produced. Numerous articles in expert
magazines supplemented the PR work. 

Follow-up of the Forest Dialogue
As of the year 2006, the Modules were dis-
solved as per decision of the Round Table and
were replaced by one permanent body – the
Forest Forum – which meets at least once or
twice every year. The task of the Forest Forum
is to continue the harmonisation of interests in
forest-related matters according to the require-
ments provided by the Round Table. The Forest
Forum is also responsible for updating the Work
Programme of the Austrian Forest Dialogue, for
evaluating the measures taken, and for
addressing new issues of importance. In addi-
tion to the meetings of the Forest Forum, the-

matic workshops are held to implement the For-
est Programme and to update the Work Pro-
gramme. Another component of the Forest
Forum is the “Forest Parliament” – a possibility
to address topical issues of relevance to forests
and to discuss them openly (see Figure 3).

10 THE AUSTRIAN FOREST DIALOGUE

Figure 3: Structure of the Austrian Forest Dialogue since 2006.
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The Austrian Forest Programme is structured
along seven thematic areas: Six of them relate
to the “Pan-European Criteria for Sustainable
Forest Management” identified by the Ministerial
Conference on the Protection of Forests in
Europe, the seventh one, “Austria's international
responsibility for sustainable forest manage-
ment”, was added at the request of the partici-
pants in the Forest Dialogue. The seven thematic
areas are:

1. Contribution of Austrian forests to cli-
mate protection

2. Health and vitality of Austrian forests
3. Productivity and economic aspects of

Austrian forests
4. Biological diversity in Austrian forests
5. Protective functions of Austrian forests
6. Social and economic aspects of Austrian

forests
7. Austria's international responsibility for

sustainable forest management

For each individual thematic area both the sta-
tus quo (actual condition) and the involved
trends and challenges were described as far as
they were of relevance to the participants in the
Forest Dialogue. Starting from the actual condi-
tion, principles and goals (the “Guiding Princi-
ples”) were developed. To accomplish the prin-
ciples and goals sets of measures were worked
out for the respective thematic areas which, in
turn, provided the basis for the identification of

concrete individual measures. These individual
measures form part of the Forest Dialogue’s
Work Programme.

Indicators have been elaborated to make the
goals more concrete and to control their fulfil-
ment (including actual values and target values).
The set of indicators is continuously further
developed and adapted in the framework of the
Work Programme. 

The Work Programme serves as the instrument
for the implementation of the Austrian Forest
Dialogue, respectively the Austrian Forest Pro-
gramme. The Work Programme is not static; it is
a "living" document which is continuously
developed and adapted.  For this reason it is
published only in electronic form on the Internet
and can be found under www.walddialog.at. 

The Work Programme is subdivided into three
sections. The first section contains concrete,
implementation-oriented individual measures
pertaining to the most urgent sets of measures.
For each of the measures information about
responsibility and financing, a time schedule for
the implementation and the immediately neces-
sary next implementation steps are given. In the
second section "best practice" measures that
were presented and discussed in terms of con-
tents within the framework of the Forest Dia-
logue are listed. These are measures performed
on the basis of partnership and have exemplary
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effect. They concentrate on the Guiding Princi-
ples (principles and goals) of the Forest Dia-
logue and are supported by at least three
organisations participating in the Forest Dia-
logue. The third section contains the indicators
with the respective actual and target figures.

Thematic area 1 - Contribution of Austrian
Forests to Climate Protection

All over the world indications suggesting an
acceleration of global climate change are
becoming more frequent. The increase in the
concentrations of atmospheric greenhouse
gases like methane, ozone, chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs), di-nitrogen oxide, and especially car-
bon dioxide (CO2), results in warming of the
earth's surface in the long run. These gases
wrap the earth like a blanket and thus impede
the escape of the earth's heat. 

Forests have a great potential to mitigate the
global increase in CO2 concentration and the
rise in temperature. This potential lies in the sub-
stitution of fossil fuels by renewable sources of
energy as well as in the carbon storage function
of forest biomass and wood products. Forests
represent an accumulation of living and dead
substances and the most important element of
these substances is carbon. Carbon is extracted
from the air during the photosynthesis in order to
build up biomass. All decomposition processes
reconvert the fixed carbon into CO2, which is
again released into the atmosphere. When dead
organic substances are decomposed on the for-
est floor the process takes place at slow pace
while in combustion this happens very fast.

Over the past decade Austria has seen a contin-
uous increase in forested area by approximately
5,100 hectares per year and an increase in for-
est increment by approximately 10 million m³
per year. As the utilisation ratio amounts
presently to less than two thirds of the annual
increment of wood, there exist considerable
supply potentials of timber from forests.

As a matter of principle the increase in forested
area has to be judged in a differentiated manner.
On the one hand, it brings about improvements
for example with respect to the carbon storage
function. On the other hand it leads to a loss of
open space, which is of importance to people
and tourism, and maybe even to a loss of bio-
logical and landscape diversity. Due to the high
share of forested area (47%) and the intensive
utilisation of the remaining areas Austria has but
limited opportunities as regards the extension
of new afforestation areas.

3.1.1 Principles 

P1 Preservation of the vitality and 
adaptability of forests that enable
them to act as a carbon sink

P2 Best-possible mitigation of 
greenhouse gas emissions in the
atmosphere, in particular those 
from fossil sources

P3 Promotion of renewable and locally
produced energy sources, raw 
materials and products
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G1 Increased utilisation of wood as a 
renewable raw material (material 
and energetic use) – best possible 
substitution of fossil materials

G2 Expansion of forest areas in regions
with low forest cover, paying attention
to ecological, economic and social
compatibility and with special 
consideration to provisions of forest
land-use planning 

G3 Improved knowledge in climate impact
research, in particular, and research 
on possible impacts of climate change
on the Austrian forest, its health and
functions

G4 Enhanced dissemination of information,
motivation, and strengthening of mea-
sures for active climate protection in all
relevant fields in compliance with inter-
national agreements binding on Austria  

G5 Increased use and enlarged possibilities
for the use of wood (long-lived wood
products) and assessment of possible
accountability of carbon stocks in
wood products 

G6 Stabilisation of forest ecosystems in
the face of pending climate change 
by promoting and, where necessary,
improving sustainable forest 
management as well as development
and implementation of appropriate
adaptation measures 

Goals 

Fields of measures and sets of measures

1.1 Climate protection and climate change

1.1.1 Development and implementation of a recognised monitoring system 

1.1.2 Strengthening climate impact research of regional evidence and soil research related 
to carbon sinks

1.1.3 Development of adequate adaptation strategies for forest stands (scenario-related basic
research, development of technical knowledge, counselling and promotion - with regard 
to silvicultural and forest protection measures in particular) 

1.1.4 Reduction of emissions of climate-related gases in all fields, especially by imposing the
state-of-the-art and paying special attention to the implementation of the Austrian climate
protection strategy 

1.1.5 Adequate strategies for the best possible substitution of fossil fuels and raw materials 
for renewable raw materials (biomass in particular) 

1.1.6 Evaluation of possibilities for accounting carbon storage in wood products: Elaboration 
of accounting rules in the international context
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Thematic area 2 - Health and Vitality 
of Austrian Forests

The status of forests in Austria is altogether
considered to have good prospects in the medi-
um term. The extensive forest dieback as feared
at the beginning of the 1980s has not taken
place in Austria, yet individual tree species are
regionally threatened with dying off.

The condition of the forest, especially in the
light of the fulfilment of its different functions for
society, is influenced by many factors. Apart
from human activities, these are above all
browsing by hoofed game and grazing animals,
the occurrence of pests, the climate change,
storms, forest fires, air pollution, and degraded
forest soils.

Hoofed game (e.g. roe deer, red deer) and graz-
ing animals are responsible for important
impacts on forest regeneration. Game is also
playing a crucial role with respect to trunk dam-
age (bark-peeling damage). 

The situation of game and the associated dam-
age are also to an important extent influenced
by people’s way of acting. As a consequence of
intensified land-use, game habitats are on the
one hand continuously decreasing in size and
subject to change, on the other hand extended
to new areas of distribution due to the migration
of game populations.

The occurrence of insects and diseases corre-
lates heavily with extreme weather events (e.g.
storms, draught) and is affected by climate
changes. Many harmful organisms profit also
from global trade and tourism. With 1.8 million
cubic metres of timber harvested the year 2003
saw one of the highest levels of wood loss due
to bark beetle in Austria since recording was
started more than 50 years ago.

Human activities have a decisive influence on
the occurrence and effectiveness of biotic and
abiotic agents in forests. Examples of these fac-
tors include the selection of tree species and
their origins, the choice of the harvest and
regeneration method to be applied, and the
choice of silvicultural measures concerning the
structuring and mix of forest stands. The mani-
fold utilisations of forests can also result in
damage directly. Stem and root injuries due to
timber utilisation are the most frequent types of
damage in this context.

In view of the present noticeable climate
change and of the further rises in temperature,
the precipitation changes and the higher fre-
quency of extreme weather events that are
expected for future decades, the conditions for
forest-ecosystems are subject to vital changes
in the medium and long run. 

The current prognoses, which indicate a very
fast pace of climate change, constitute a reason
for concern about the fact that the natural
adaptability of forest ecosystems might not be
far-reaching enough to ensure the preservation
of the stability and the ecological functioning as
well as the satisfactory fulfilment of the multi-
functional forest effects.

At several years' intervals severe hurricane-like
storms occur in Europe, causing a high degree
of damage also in Austria. Experience shows
that very frequently forest stands are affected
irrespective of their degree of naturalness, but
depending on the regional intensity of the storm
incidents.
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In Austria small forest fires occur every year,
most frequently in the east of Austria. Large for-
est fires, however, occur only very rarely.

The forest constitutes an important sink for
harmful substances. Sources of substances
harming the forest include the industry, traffic,
domestic fuels, and agriculture. 

Forest soils have been subject to far reaching
changes and burdens through historical ways of
land use (e.g. litter removal, pollarding, pasture,
shifting cultivation, deforestation and reforesta-
tion with tree species not, or only partly, appro-
priate for the site) and, especially during the last
decades, through increased inputs of harmful
substances. About 2% of the areas studied
under the Austrian Forest Soil Condition Survey
are extremely poorly basic, which, in certain

regions, necessitates soil rehabilitation. As
regards the generation of energy from biomass,
one has to pay attention to the fact that the
removal of biomass rich in nutrients (needles and
leaves, fine branches, bark) from the forest may
have negative impacts (e.g. loss of increment). 

17HEALTH AND VITALITY OF AUSTRIAN FORESTS

Principles

P4 Sustainable conservation of operating forest ecosystems and of all forest functions

P5 Best possible protection of forests against biotic and abiotic risks  

P6 Medium and long-term improvement of degraded forest soils, to comply with 
environmental quality goals to be established

P7 Reduction of air-pollution emissions and climate-relevant gases to an extent 
tolerated by the forest and with due regard to the precautionary principle
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Goals

G7 Application of ecosystem-oriented 
(silvicultural) management methods
(particularly adapted to specific site
and stand conditions) in the frame-
work of sustainable forest manage-
ment (including appropriate planning
and execution)

G8 Sound balance of requirements for
forest protection, game stock density,
pasture management and of private
and public interests in forests, taking
into account forest land-use planning

G9 Consistent execution of existing laws 
of relevance to air pollution control and
further development of the statuary 
protective provisions regarding forest-
damaging air pollutants based on
scientific expert opinions

G10 Enforcement of forest site mapping 
in order to implement the provisions 
of the Alpine Convention according 
to existing relevant recommendations,
periodic realisation of a forest soils
survey and further development
towards a moni toring of soils across
land-use options

G11 Maintaining and improving the 
resistance of forests against abiotic 
and biotic risks

G12 Best possible reduction of emissions
according to the state-of-the-art in the
fields of transport, industrial plants 
and domestic fuels in Austria and, in
particular, in the countries whose air
pollutants reach Austria due to long-
distance transport

Fields of measures and sets of measures

2.1.1 Legal incorporation of
thresholds and synergetic
effects of emissions 
according to the present
state-of-the-art

2.1.2 Evaluation of existing 
measuring networks with
respect to their forest 
concern and possible
adaptations

2.1.3 Reductions of forest-related
air pollution emissions in all
areas, in particular by
means of enforcement of
the state-of-the-art and
evaluation of local load
situations

2.2.1 Emphasis on site typologies
and cartography, and 
Austrian-wide soil inventories
via a single monitoring 
system, according to inter-
nationally agreed methods

2.2.2 Elaboration of consultation
documents in forest
management, especially on
ecologically sensitive sites,
and intensification of rela-
ted counselling activities

2.3.1 Further development of site
and stand specific risk
assessment methods with
regard to impacts of abiotic
and biotic damage factors;
risk assessment; establish-
ment of measures for the
monitoring, prognosis 
and control of pests and
pathogens; evaluation and
expansion of quarantine
lists; improvement of the
empirical knowledge base

2.1 Protection against 
pollutants

2.2 Soil protection 2.3 Forest protection
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Thematic area 3 - Productivity and 
Economic Aspects of Austrian Forests

Forests provide various raw materials, wood in
particular, that are used and processed.  Also,
forests and forest managers deliver many serv-
ices to society. 

Forests as an economic resource
47.2% of the Austrian federal territory are cov-
ered with forests; this corresponds to approxi-
mately 3.96 million hectares. Every year this
area grows by 5,100 hectares of new forested
land. The annual utilisation ratio is less than two
thirds of the annual increment (in figures, 19 mil-
lion³ out of totally about 31 million m³ of annual
increment).

More than 80% of Austria’s forests are privately
owned. This is clearly more than in most other
European countries. The Austrian Federal
Forests own 15% of the forested area. The
remaining 5% of forested land are the property
of other public institutions. About 250,000 Aus-
trians, most of them forest owners and employ-
ees working in the forest and timber industry,
live at least partly on the forest and its products,
whether directly or indirectly.

Over the past decades, massive structural
changes have taken place in agriculture and
forestry. We observe rising numbers of “new”
forest owners to whom the work in and the

income from agriculture and forestry are in
most cases no longer of significance. As a
result, certain forests are no longer managed at
all, while on the other hand novel management
systems like co-operations across enterprises
develop.

Income situation in forestry 
Forestry in Austria is subject to both economic
and political framework conditions on global,
European and national level. Economically
unfavourable developments are the rising costs
and the trend towards decreasing timber prices
on international markets. Positive aspects,
again, are the opportunities of opening up new
markets and the efforts to reduce trade distor-
tions that may have negative environmental and
social impacts.

Like many other branches, forestry is also faced
with a real decrease in product prices on the
one hand and rising costs on the other hand.
The forest sector is exposed to a particularly
high rationalisation pressure. In real terms,
value generation shows a downward trend both
in absolute values and by unit area. This means
that the income gained from timber production
is decreasing more and more – a clear disad-
vantage, as the marketing of timber is still the
major way for forest enterprises to earn yields. 

The needs of society regarding the multifunc-
tional effects of forests and specific services of
forest management are increasing. This indi-
cates new, promising markets for present niche
products and novel services. Examples of such
products and services are: supply with sufficient
and high-quality drinking water, specific man-
agement of special biotopes, provision of tim-
ber biomass for energy generation, recreation
institutions, special tourist offers, intensified
marketing of the right of hunting, protection
against natural hazards, and extraction of min-
eral raw materials. However, experience has
taught us that in many cases supply and
demand appear to match, but no profits can be
gained. 
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Timber market and Austrian timber industry
About 90% of the domestic removal are
processed in Austria. Only little less than one third
of the roundwood quantities processed in Austria
originates from imports (reference year 2003).
These imports have continuously increased over
the past decade. Of the timber products pro-
duced in Austria, about 60% are exported.

Although the contribution of forestry to the
gross domestic product is only 0.4%, Austrian
timber production represents an important loca-
tion factor for Austria’s highly efficient and
export-oriented wood-processing industry. In
2004 the imports of timber and timber products
amounted to approximately € 4.4 billion,
exports to € 7.7 billion (both figures including
pulp, paper and cardboard). This means a trade
balance surplus of €3.3 billion and makes the

forest and timber industry the country’s biggest
forest exchange earner besides tourism. 

With approx. 30,500 employees the wood-pro-
cessing industry is one of Austria’s most stable
and biggest industries. The timber industry,
however, is increasingly getting under pressure
with respect to the procurement of raw timber.
On the one hand it has to expand its capacities
for competitive reasons, on the other hand
import possibilities from former partner coun-
tries decline as their own needs are growing.
The raw material competition is exacerbated
also by the utilisation of wood for energy pro-
duction. If security of supply cannot be ensured
over the long term, a further relocation of the
wood-based industry to the Eastern European
EU countries, or even to countries outside the
European Union, cannot be ruled out. 
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Principles

P8 Securing durable income and the creation of value for companies from sustainable 
forest management, with special attention to family forestry

P9 Sustainable supply of the economy with forest products and services

P10 Increasing the competitive capacity of the wood, pulp and paper industries as well as
of other wood-based enterprises (processing and manufacturing of wood and wood
products) with special attention to small and medium-sized enterprise structures
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Goals

Fields of measures and sets of measures

3.1 Sustainable forest management

3.1.1 Analyses and necessary adaptations of the professional image of foresters, 
appropriate education and vocational training

3.1.2 Increased attention to forest management in the relevant structure programmes,
emphasis on the wood cluster, export initiatives, etc.

3.1.3 Analysis of the structures in the forest and wood-based industry, development and
implementation of appropriate measures for securing the future

3.1.4 Securing and increasing existing income sources: analysis, deduction and implementation
of suitable framework conditions for improving the income situation, e.g. by placing
stronger emphasis on adequate sustainable enterprise structures, support schemes
and cooperation (forest owner associations)

3.1.5 Opening up of new income sources:  potentials and market analysis in the fields 
of water supply, protection against natural hazards, forest culture, tourism as well as
non-wood forest products and services

3.1.6 Securing and increasing wood production and supply, e.g. by raising potentials,
structural strengthening of forest alliances, joint wood marketing, support, reduction 
of costs for example by improved logistics, forest economic alliances/co-operations,
optimisation of forest cover 

G13 Strengthening close-to-nature forest
management and improving the use 
of site-conforming technologies of 
utilisation 

G14 Maintaining and sustainably improving
wood supply while conforming to gene-
rally accepted framework conditions

G15 Optimised value chain

G16 Improved cooperation between and across
sectors (forest – wood – energy – tourism –
water – education – research – agriculture
– nature conservation – hunting etc.)

G17 Improved productivity in sustainable
forestry and in wood processing and
manufacturing industries through 
product diversification, new marketing
lines and promotion of new income sources

G18 Intensification of education and 
vocational training, research, economic
monitoring programmes and further
employment of tools of forest and 
related land-use planning 

G19 Strategic partnerships between rural
and urban areas with special emphasis
on preserving small and medium-sized
enterprise structures

G20 Developing local strategies based 
on public-private partnerships, with 
a view to securing employment and
innovation
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3.1.7 Securing and strengthening the phytosanitary situation, prevention of forest fires by 
information, advice and promotional means (e.g. with regard to silviculture/fire control)

3.1.8 Securing and, if necessary, improving forest management, e.g. by means of certification, 
management plans, expert advice, education and vocational training

3.1.9 Research policy strategies: gap analyses and corresponding orientations

3.1.10 Development of a data policy strategy relating to forest-related geo-data

3.2 Assessment of potentials

3.2.1 Assessment of potentials

3.2.2 Improved logistics: research, expert counselling, promotion

3.2.3 Increase in value and employment by improved economic framework conditions, e.g. 
suitable (efficient and CO2-related) rules for feeding energy from biomass, employment 
strategies, provisions for taxes and duties

3.3 Wood as a raw material

3.3.1 Supply and tendering regulations that give priority to wood as a regrowable and 
renewable raw material

3.3.2 Evaluation of the building code including necessary amendments for the use of wood

3.3.3 Appropriate orientation of related promotional provisions, especially in the area 
of residential building promotion: incentives for increased use of wood

3.3.4 Emphasis on sales promotion, advertising and public relations for wood and 
advertising wood products from certified sources

3.3.5 Strengthening of research and development

3.3.6 Further development of cooperation initiatives with all interested parties (architects, 
representatives of the forest, wood, pulp and paper sectors) at all levels of the value chain



Thematic area 4 - Biological Diversity 
in Austrian Forests

Biological diversity covers the wide variety of
life on earth, from the diversity of different living
spaces and the diversity of all living organisms
(animals, plants and micro-organisms) to the
genetic diversity within each species. A few
international and European forest- and environ-
ment-political instruments, for example the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) or the
EU Strategy on Biological Diversity aim at pro-
tecting biodiversity and at ensuring that their
components are used sustainably. Austrian
forests are playing a prominent role as regards
biodiversity. Under the international study “The
hemeroby of Austrian forest ecosystems”
(1992-1997) the naturalness of Austrian forests
was assessed in the entire country. This study
classifies 3% of Austrian forests as being natu-
ral, 22% as near-natural, 41% as moderately
altered, 27% as severely altered, and 7% as
“artificial”.

Almost three quarters (72%) of the young forest
stands originate from natural regeneration.
Regarding tree species and their mixture, a ten-
dency towards mixed stands with a higher
share of broad-leaved trees and a simultaneous
decline of pure spruce stands can be observed.
The share of broad-leaved species and shrubs
in Austrian forests is generally increasing. This
is an indicator of a more close-to-nature forest
management.

Whereas sustainable forest management directly
or indirectly supports many species and ecosys-
tems, forestry interventions also cause a loss of
species and habitats on some sites. Conflicting
objectives between forest management and the
goal to maintain or sustainably use biodiversity
may for example appear with regard to
afforestation of sensitive sites (dry or nutrient-
poor grassland), selection of tree species, forest
tending, forest cover and structure, phytosani-
tary measures or access to the forest. 

According to the Red List of the Austrian forest
biotope types 53 out of the 93 different types of
forest biotopes in Austria are endangered, with
five types of riparian forest biotopes being in
danger of complete loss. However, no forest
biotope type has been destroyed completely in
Austria so far. The assessment of the threats to
animals and plants is published in Red Lists.
Although several species whose habitats are
forests are classified in those lists as being
endangered, an immediate threat to the relevant
biotope types as such cannot be identified.
However, individual development phases do not
exist to a sufficient extent to ensure the survival
of specialised species. In particular, there is a
lack of more mature phases of development,
such as terminal and disintegration phases.

As regards biodiversity also the spread of non-
indigenous species (neophytes) is playing an
important role. In Austria, above all small bal-
sam (Impatiens parviflora), Spanish chestnut
(Robinia pseudoacacia) and tree of heaven
(Ailanthus altissima) are presently of importance
in this respect and cause profound changes in
vegetation and sites.

An essential part of the protection of biological
diversity in the forest are protected areas where
intervention is either totally forbidden or subject
to certain restrictions. In this respect, the EU’s
Natura 2000 network of protected areas, the
Natural Forest Reserves Programme, biosphere
parks, and national parks are particularly impor-
tant for Austria. 
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Principles

P11 Conservation, protection and, if necessary, improvement or restoration and 
sustainable use of forest biological diversity on genetic, species, ecosystem and
landscape levels

P12 Enhanced cooperation between forest management and nature conservation

P13 Increased use of contractual nature conservation and market instruments (e.g. eco-
sponsoring). Sound balance of user interests and, as far as necessary, securing of
the protection objectives in a relevant regulatory framework

P14 Conservation and protection of native forest biotope types and related plant and ani-
mal species and their genetic diversity, with special attention to the goal agreed upon
at the international level: “Stop the loss of biological diversity in Austria by 2010”
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Goals

G21 Development and implementation of 
a national monitoring programme for
biological diversity 

G22 Orientation of forest management
according to the potentially natural
forest community while safeguarding
the stability of the forest ecosystem
concerned 

G23 Participatory development of strategies
for the protection of forests (inside and
outside protected areas), including 
species protection programmes in
connection with other relevant national
programme developments

G24 All types of forests occurring in Austria
are to be recorded in a representative
system of protected areas and tended
in a coordinated manner

G25 Maintenance and promotion of 
traditional types of forest management
and silvicultural systems

G26 Preserving and enhancing rare and
endangered native tree and shrub 
species and responsible treatment of
invasive alien species in compliance
with relevant, agreed strategies

G27 Integrating ecologically relevant 
elements into forest land-use planning
and using them as an important basis
of forest political decisions and to
reach objectives relating to biodiversity,
respectively

Fields of measures and sets of measures

4.1 Biodiversity protection and management

4.1.1 Establishment of an appropriate biodiversity monitoring in forests

4.1.2 Participatory development and promotion of the voluntary establishment of regional
management plans 

4.1.3 Determination of a remuneration scheme for nature conservation measures

4.1.4 Settlement of the financing issues: rural development, budget for nature conservation, 
eco-sponsoring 

4.1.5 Balancing the needs of forest protection and biodiversity conservation with special 
regard to Art. 32a of the Forest Act

4.1.6 Collaborative development (in quality and quantity) of protected forest areas and species
protection (e.g. rare and endangered tree and shrub species), especially by strengthening
contractual nature conservation and the creation of a comprehensive network of protected
areas in compliance with international obligations

4.1.7 Clarification of legal questions and ensuring the implementation of relevant legal provisions

4.1.8 Clarifying the connections between sustainable forest management (SFM) and the 
ecosystem approach according to the Convention on Biological Diversity

4.1.9 Implementation of the Austrian Neobiota Action Plan

4.1.10 Silvicultural and nature conservation advisory strategies with special regard to biodiversity,
health and vitality of trees and forest stands 
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Thematic area 5 - Protective Functions 
of Austrian Forests

Forests contribute vitally to the protection of
humans and their facilities against natural haz-
ards. At the same time, forests also protect
important components like soil, water and air.

Protection against natural hazards
Due to the alpine nature of Austria’s landscape
forests are particularly important in the protec-
tion of human environments against various
types of hazards like torrents, avalanches,
rockfall, mudflow or erosion. Moreover, with
respect to flood prevention forest stands also
provide runoff reduction (lower flood peaks), a
higher water retention capacity of the soil and
stronger prevention of soil erosion. 20% of the
Austrian forests are protection forests. About
one third of the protection forests are located
on hardly accessible or inaccessible sites and
constitute stands which, by nature, show an
extremely low yield. 

Among the most severe problems of mountain
forests rank the occasional omission of a regen-
eration suiting site-specific conditions as well as
the partial failure of management or of growth
exploitation, which leads to over-mature stands
and affects forest vitality. Due to the high tend-
ing and harvesting costs in mountain forests
measures to maintain and improve the protec-
tive function mean in most cases a financial bur-
den for the forest owner. Altogether, the share of
the forest areas which have a protective function
and are in urgent need of improvement accounts
for 7% of Austria’s total forest area.

On 16 January 2002 representatives of Min-
istries concerned and of the Provincial Govern-
ments, the representations of interest of the for-
est owners, the territorial authorities, the econ-
omy and the hunting sector laid down their joint
intentions in the Austrian Protection Forest
Strategy in order to improve the situation of pro-
tection forests. Protection Forest Platforms are
to provide a framework for deciding on the

measures needed for the protection forests and
for harmonising the interests where necessary.
On federal level the Federal Protection Forest
Forum was established within the framework of
the Forest Dialogue.

Protection of forest soils, water and air
The long rotation periods of forests have a
favourable influence on forest soils. However,
the management of our forests has partly
caused changes of the forest floor. These
changes have been intensified by modern-time
air pollution and acid depositions mainly in the
second half of the past century. The soils thus
impaired (acidification, leaching of nutrients,
degradation of humus condition) contribute to a
reduced vitality of forest stands. 

Forests have special effects on the water budg-
et. The forest acts like an umbrella, a filter and a
water reservoir. It intercepts the rain and evapo-
rates part of it into the air. By international com-
parison very strict legal provisions have resulted
in Austria's water being protected at a very high
level. Specifically identified protection and con-
servation areas, which often are located in
forests, aim at preserving domestic drinking-
water resources.

Apart from its function as a world-wide climate
regulator, the forest is also an important regula-
tor of the local micro-climate. Large connected
forest areas near settlements have a favourable
influence on the climate. Temperature differ-
ences between forests and settlements result in
a permanent exchange of air. At the same time,
foliar organs filter dust, soot particles and
gaseous pollutants from the air. Furthermore,
the forest can protect neighbouring areas
against harmful wind and frost impacts.
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Principles

P15 Increasing the functionality of object-
protection forests as an efficient and
cheap protection against natural
hazards in the long run, in particular
for the protection of settlement areas
and infrastructure facilities

P16 Necessary stabilisation and timely
regeneration of protection forests
and removal of elements that impede
regeneration, especially in forests 
of high protective capacity, as an
essential basis for sustainable hazard
prevention

P17 Conservation and rehabilitation 
of soil functions in order to ensure
the protective function

P18 Sustainable use and maintenance 
of drinking-water resources 

P19 Ensuring and increasing the filtering
effects of the forest

P20 Taking advantage of potential 
synergies in all areas when it comes
to develop financing strategies

Goals

G28 Increased impartial assessment of
the protective effects, the causes of
impairment and the need of restoration
and action, with regard to risk situ -
ations, the actual forest condition
and protection objects (categories 
of protection objects), by means 
of a universal and comprehensible 
catalogue of criteria; optimisation 
of the distribution of resources

G29 Raising problem awareness, particu-
larly at the local and regional levels,
and in close cooperation with the
people concerned and the decision-
makers (protection forest platforms;
learning by operating models) 

G30 Offering targeted education and
vocational training to all participants
in forest protection strategies and
the interested public

G31 Remuneration for special measures
of preserving and improving protec-
tion forests that go beyond the gene-
ral legal framework based on the real
costs accrued and the performed
activities

G32 Developing integrative concepts 
for the management of protection
forests paying special attention to
the minimum requirements for fulfil-
ling protective functions in the best
way considering the different natural
hazard processes

G33 Better adaptation of hoofed game
management to ecological and, in
particular, silvicultural requirements in
order to maintain all forest functions,
especially the protective function

G34 Applying forest land-use planning
and area-related planning across
sectors, especially in problem areas

G35 Rehabilitation of degraded forest soils
in order to preserve the protective
effects of forests 

G36 Adaptive management of forests in
water protection and conservation
areas, while maintaining the principle
of equal balance of interests

G37 Reduction of protection forest areas
in need of restoration, and im -
provement of the potential capacity
of fulfilling protective functions
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Fields of measures and sets of measures

5.1 Protection forest management

5.1.1 Emphasis on partnership protection forest platforms at all levels integrating interested
owners, beneficiaries, local authorities, and hunting, nature conservation and alpine 
associations

5.1.2 Development of recognised criteria and indicators for the protective function of forest
stands, and prompt identification of object-protection forests in the framework of forest
development planning

5.1.3 Securing the necessary funds from the beneficiaries in priority or by public subsidies 
in order to maintain the object-protection function given the public interest in the 
protection against natural hazards

5.1.4 Region-based development plans providing concepts for forest use (quantitative 
minimum criteria, ecological, economic and aesthetic assessment) as a basis for 
decisions on funding

5.1.5 Region-based development plans for stabilising existing protection forest stands 
ncluding all parties concerned or their representatives

5.2 Forest-wildlife

5.2.1 Raising awareness across sectors with persons authorised for hunting, forest managers 
and other forest users (e.g. forest-game training site, other projects)

5.2.2 Implementation and evaluation of the commonly agreed game impact monitoring

5.2.3 Detailed ecological and economic assessment of impact from wildlife

5.2.4 Forest-related evaluation of hunting laws and their execution and development of 
resulting proposals for improvement

5.2.5 Strengthening of coordinated wildlife ecology and land-use planning across disciplines,
especially in problem areas, and implementation by applying the proposed control and
management instruments

5.3 Forest-pasture

5.3.1 Pasture management planning in the context of forest and cultivated landscape 
development with a view to assess the impact of pastures on forests, separation 
of forest land from pastures

5.4 Forest-water

5.4.1 Evaluation of forest-water interactions, and development of appropriate strategies taking
into account the existing framework conditions under water law Rahmenbedingungen
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Thematic area 6 – Social and Economic
Aspects of Austrian Forests

Forests and their managers provide society with
raw materials and a range of different services. 

National economy
In the light of the overall national figures,
forestry is only of marginal significance –
moreover with a trend towards further decline.
Taking into account the work of forest plant
producers and forest service providers, this
sector of the economy generally does not
exceed one-third to one-half percent of Aus-
tria's gross domestic product. 

Domestic wood production is, however, an
important location factor for the highly produc-
tive and export-oriented wood processing
industry. In sum, the forestry and wood sec-
tor's contribution to the gross domestic prod-
uct was 2.1% in 2003. In the conventional
scheme of national accounts neither the bene-
ficial social yields of forestry – such as the util-
isation of forests as recreational areas – nor
the social cost induced by other economic
sectors, for example due to environmental
damage, are considered. In terms of econom-
ic welfare the importance of forests and
forestry for society is therefore to be rated

higher than the share in the gross domestic
product may indicate.

Recreation, tourism, sport and culture
To many people forests are an important place
for recreation. Over the past decades the
tourism and leisure industry in Austria has
become a prominent segment of the economy.
It is an important employer and foreign ex -
change earner, especially in rural areas, and
slows the migration from structurally deprived
regions. About 80% of tourism and the major
part of the entire recreational tourism sector
are highly landscape-oriented. Here, the forest
(in addition to grassland and lakes) has in gen-
eral an important role as an element that char-
acterises landscapes. The utilisation of forests
for recreational purposes is regulated by the
Austrian Forest Act. Since 1975, anyone is
allowed to enter the forests for recreational
purposes and spend his time there. Restric-
tions apply only under specific conditions. 

Forest stands, historical buildings and land-
scapes are reflections of society and its
changes. Forest enterprises that manage the
forest areas sustainably are integrated in the
history and culture of the respective region and
have been playing a vital part in rural develop-
ment for centuries. Numerous historical forest
and culture sites are without strategic link and
for the greater part without quality assurance,
partly poorly explored and often only insuffi-
ciently integrated into tourism and pedagogic
utilisation concepts.

Education and research
The education of the persons working in
forestry is of fundamental importance for the
management and the condition of forests. As
the various ways to use forests and the multi-
functionality of forests are on the rise, the
demands in terms of forest management are
constantly increasing. For forest enterprises
qualified personnel is both a cost and a suc-
cess factor. Given that the necessary invest-
ment does in most cases only pay off in the
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long run, forest owners are increasingly having
difficulties in investing in education. The chal-
lenges faced in the wood-processing industry
are due to the fact that, as a result of innova-
tive and trend-setting developments, wood is
finding always new fields of application as a
raw material, for building and other purposes.
At the same time complex tasks in enterprises
require integrated thinking with respect to
technical and economic issues. The growing
internationalisation of the wood market also
makes it necessary to provide staff with appro-
priate language skills.

Austria has a wide variety of educational offers
for the public which deal with the forest and
take place there. They range from guided tours
through forests, educational trails, games for
teenagers and projects within the framework
of the annual "Week of the Forest" to work in

the forest. A special educational offer is forest-
related education, a combination of a natural
event, education and forest-related PR work. 

With their long-term working methods and
thanks to their ability to identify problems at a
very early stage, science and research consti-
tute an important instrument for coping with
upcoming problems. Due to the special nature
of forest production and the resulting long-
term time frame of most forest research proj-
ects, research on the forest and its manage-
ment is very costly. Forest-related research is
therefore almost entirely funded by the public
sector. Many research institutions have suf-
fered from a scarcity of human resources and
funding in recent years. As opposed to this,
the number of persons active in research on
wood and its utilisation has significantly risen
lately. 
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Principles

P21 Securing the forest and wood indu-
stries in Austria and their contribution
to Austria’s economic balance, and
strengthening the importance of the
forest sector and its share in the total
assets for the national economy, 
considering also natural resources

P22 Optimisation of sustainable forest
management and of wood processing
and manufacturing as important 
elements of economic and employm-
ent policies in rural areas: Securing
job potentials and quality of working 
conditions

P23 Increased creation of value and 
productivity through partnership 
cooperation between the forest sector
and the tourist and leisure industries,
preserving the principle of an open
forest and secured ownership

P24 Exploiting all relevant knowledge 
sources including experience in forest
history as an essential part of innova-
tions in forest-related policy domains

P25 Illustrating the historical and present
concepts of sustainability, in particu-
lar with regard to forest education
and public relations
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Goals

G38 Optimisation of forest use and forest
cover taking into account economic,
ecological and social framework 
conditions (integrative planning)

G39 Improved framework conditions for
innovative forest and wood-based
industries

G40 Strengthening of incentive and voluntary
approaches (benchmarking, compen-
sation and promotion, public relations,
communication, counselling, etc.) and
sound integration into an efficient
regulatory framework

G41 Guarantee of a fair balance of 
interests with regard to all forest 
functions, harmonisation of public and 
private interests, socially compatible
coordination of the constitutional
principle of global ownership 
protection with public interests and
preservation of existing legal claims 

G42 Promoting participatory approaches
(exchange of information, strategy
development etc.) for the sake of a
balance of interests

G43 Strengthening modern knowledge
management (monitoring, data 
management, research, education and
vocational training, public relations, etc.)

G44 Increasing employment in rural areas
in forestry and wood-based industries
in the best possible way

G45 Forest culture: Innovative management
of traditional and historical knowledge
in forestry including also social and
cultural aspects of sustainable forest
management; conservation of important
objects and equipment of forest culture

G46 Improved forest-related education
programmes for the general public
which take place in the forest, in par-
ticular programmes of forest educati-
on illustrating practical approaches to
sustainable development
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Fields of measures and sets of measures

6.1 Services of forest management

6.1.1 Evaluation, balancing of interests and partnership solutions for the remuneration 
of services that go beyond the fulfilment of statutory provisions 

6.2 Use for tourism and recreation

6.2.1 Establishment and promotion of cooperations with partners and contractual agreements 

6.2.2 Development of partnerships and implementation of conflict settlement mechanisms, 
e.g. visitors flow management, where necessary

6.2.3 Evaluation and potential amendments of liability provisions

6.3 Forest culture

6.3.1 Establishment and strengthening of cultural services and potentials in Austrian forestry, 
especially by further developing the Austrian forest culture network

6.4 Awareness creation

6.4.1 Reinforcing the recognised quality-assured forest education initiatives and strengthening
forest public relations work, in nurseries and schools in particular
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Thematic area 7 - Austria’s International
Responsibility for Sustainable Forest 
Management

In many regions of the world forest destruction
and forest devastation are still increasing alarm-
ingly. The globalisation of timber markets and
the internationalisation of the environmental and
economic policy, the trade in illegally logged
timber, the fight against poverty and hunger,
and the striving for an effective protection of the
climate as well as the natural resources are only
some aspects that make clear why the preser-
vation of the forest and forest management
have developed from a matter of local concern
to a challenge for the whole world.

For a country like Austria that is by internation-
al comparison rich in forests, with traditional
forestry, an export-oriented timber industry and
high environmental standards, international
commitment in the field of forests is a matter of
fact. Within the framework of various regional
and global agreements of relevance to forestry
Austria has committed itself to accepting
responsibility for global sustainable forest man-
agement. Austrian enterprises and institutions
from the forest and timber industry are increas-
ingly active abroad. To serve sustainability and
global responsibility it appears to be useful that

those enterprises and institutions comply also
in their foreign activities best possible with the
very high environmental and social standards
applicable in Austria. 

Priorities of the Austrian Development and East
Cooperation include poverty alleviation, the pre-
vention of conflicts and peacekeeping as well
as the preservation and sustainable utilisation of
natural resources. Sustainable forest manage-
ment is presently not attributed special priority
within the framework of the Development Coop-
eration, although Austria’s forest and timber
sector has ample know-how with respect to sci-
ence, education and practical experience.

According to OECD estimations global timber
trade totals an annual volume of 150 billion
euros, with a raw material value of approxi-
mately 12 billion euros from illegal sources. Ille-
gal logging and timber trade comprises harvest
and transport as well as the buying and selling
of wood, if national law is violated in their
course. There is general agreement in Austria
that there is to be no room for unlawfulness in
forest and timber management. Too big is the
economic, ecological and social damage that
arises from it, and it would also be too insecure
for the sustainably oriented branches of eco-
nomic activity. 
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Principles

P26 Aiming at a globally effective protection of forests, sustainable forest management 
and fair competitive conditions

P27 Promoting international networking, partnerships, cooperation and responsible econo-
mic activities of private and state institutions

P28 Further development and appropriate implementation of the concept of ecosystem-
based management approaches in compliance with existing international models 
and with due regard to the on-going international harmonisation with the principles 
of sustainable forest management
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Goals

G47 Further development towards globally
comparable standards for sustainable
forest management in the framework
of regional and global forest-related
processes

G48 Creation of an independent, globally-
binding instrument for the protection
and maintenance of sustainable forest
management (e.g. Global Convention
on Forests)

G49 Enhanced integration of sustainable
forest management as a contribution
to higher-level development objec-
tives (poverty alleviation, rural deve-
lopment) in development cooperation 

G50 xpansion and active support of inter-
national transfer of knowledge and
technology related to sustainable
forest management in the fields of
administration, research, education
and vocational training as well as in
the framework of international econo-
mic activities

Goals

G51 Controlling illegal logging, destruction
and degradation of forest ecosystems
as well as the associated timber trade
in an effective and sustainable manner

G52 Contributing to the further develop-
ment of criteria and indicators for
sustainable forest management on
international level and implementation
of forest-related international agree-
ments in Austria
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Fields of measures and sets of measures

7.1 International legal instrument for sustainable forest management

7.1.1 Strengthening Austrian activities with regard to a legally binding international framework 
for sustainable forest management

7.2 European forest policy

7.2.1 Increased harmonisation of EU policies with forest-related issues and implementation 
of the European forest strategy (elaboration of a European Forest Action Plan)

7.3 Development cooperation

7.3.1 Strengthening of forest-related projects in the framework of development cooperation,
especially by transfer of knowledge and special education offers

7.4 Consulting and forest management abroad

7.4.1 Securing the best possible harmonisation with Austrian standards of management, 
e.g. by voluntary self-commitment

7.4.2 Creation of an Austrian alliance platform for strengthening the transfer of forest and 
wood-based knowledge in optimum cooperation with financing institutions (e.g. World
Bank, Austrian Development Agency) 

7.5 Illegal logging and related timber trade

7.5.1 Prevention of the import of illegally logged wood and strengthening of measures 
of development policy related to illegal logging

7.6 Public purchase

7.6.1 Further development of a draft directive taking into account wood products from 
sustainable production
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Round Table

Direction: 
Mr. Josef Pröll 
(Federal Minister for Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management, BMLFUW)
Nominated organisations: 
See list of participants (Annex 2).

Coordination and Editorial Group

Direction:
Mr. Gerhard Mannsberger 
(Head of the Forestry Department of the BML-
FUW)

Members: 
Mr. Johannes Schima 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Ingwald Gschwandtl 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Georg Rappold 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Albert Knieling 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Fritz Singer 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mrs. Maria Patek 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Martin Nöbauer 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Johannes Voitleithner 
(Bureau for Politics Research and Consultation)
Mrs. Ursula Kopp 
(University of Economics and Business 
Administration, Vienna)

Process Management Group

Direction:
Mr. Ingwald Gschwandtl 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)

Members: 
Mr. Georg Rappold 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Johannes Voitleithner 
(Bureau for Politics Research and Consultation)
Mrs. Ursula Kopp 
(University of Economics and Business 
Administration, Vienna)
Mr. Karl Hogl 
(University of Natural Resources and Applied
Life Sciences) – acc. to requirement
Mr. André Martinuzzi 
(University of Economics and Business 
Administration, Vienna) – acc. to requirement

Modules/Working Groups 
(were dissolved upon availability 
of the first Forest Programme)

Module 1: 
“Protection forest – forest protection”
Responsibility: 
Mr. Fritz Singer 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Thematic responsibility:
Mrs. Maria Patek 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Participating organisations: 
See list of participants (Annex 2).

Module 2: “Economy”
Responsibility: 
Mr. Albert Knieling 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
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Persons and Committees (Annex 1)



Thematic responsibility:
Mr. Rudolf Themessl 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)

Module 3: “Environment – Society”
Responsibility: 
Mr. Johannes Schima 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Thematic responsibility:
Mr. Günter Liebel 
(Department Sustainability and Rural Areas,
BMLFUW)
Mr. Helmut Hojesky 
(Environmental Department, BMLFUW)
Participating organisations: 
See list of participants (Annex 2).

Indicators Working Group

Direction:
Mr. Johannes Prem 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)

Members: 
Participation in the Working Group is optional
and voluntary. 
Cooperation hitherto (as of June 2007):
Mr. Martin Höbarth 
(Austrian Chamber of Agriculture)
Mr. Dietmar Jäger (LFBÖ)
Mr. Michael Johann (“Die Grünen”)
Mr. Markus Neumann 
(Federal Office and Research Centre for
Forests) 
Mr. Gerald Rothleitner (LFBÖ)
Mr. Bernhard Schwarzl 
(Austrian Federal Environment Agency)
Mr. Johannes Voitleithner 
(Bureau for Politics Research and Consultation)
Mr. Bernhard Wolfslehner 
(University of Natural Resources and Applied
Life Sciences)

Forest Dialogue-Secretariat

Direction:
Mr. Georg Rappold 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)

Staff members: 
Mr. Alexander Foglar-Deinhardstein 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mrs. Helga Bauer 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mr. Ronald Huber 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mrs. Melitta Liedlbauer 
(Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)
Mrs. Ilse Reiter 
Department of Forestry, BMLFUW)

Public Relations 

Forestry Department of the Federal Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and 
Water Management, with the support of the 
PR agency Martschin & Partner GmbH,
Albertgasse 1A, 1080 Vienna,
Phone: +43-1-409 77 20
office@martschin.com

Participating organisations: 
See list of participants (Annex 2).
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44 PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS

Organisation Address Telephone Email /Kontact

Participating organisations (Annex 2, as of February 2006)

* Die mit Stern gekennzeichneten Organisationen sind auch im Runden Tisch vertreten.

1 AgrarMarktAustria (AMA) Dresdnerstraße 70 01/33 151 - 0 office@ama.gv.at
1200 Wien hermine.wittmann@ama.gv.at

www.ama.at

2 Arbeiterkammer (AK) - Prinz Eugen Straße 20-22 01/501 65-0 maria.burgstaller@akwien.at
Bundeskammer für Arbeiter 1040 Wien www.arbeiterkammer.at
und Angestellte*

3 Arbeiterkammer Salzburg Markus-Sittikus-Straße 10 0662/ 86 87-0 edgar.atzmanstorfer@ak-salzburg.at
5020 Salzburg www.ak-salzburg.at

4 Austropapier - Vereinigung der Gumpendorfer Straße 6 01/588 86 austropapier@austropapier.at
Österreichischen Papierindustrie 1061 Wien dworak@austropapier.at

www.austropapier.at

5 Biosphäre Austria (BIOSA) - Schauflergasse 6/V 01/533 02 27 biosa@landforstbetriebe.at
Verein für dynamischen Naturschutz 1010 Wien www.biosa.at

6 BM für Wirtschaft und Arbeit* Stubenring 1 01/711 00-0 service@bmwa.gv.at
1010 Wien franz-josef.baer@bmwa.gv.at

www.bmwa.gv.at

7 BM für auswärtige Angelegenheiten* Minoritenplatz 8 0501 150-0 post@bmaa.gv.at 
1014 Wien christian.krepela@bmaa.gv.at

www.bmaa.gv.at

8 BM für Bildung, Wissenschaft Minoritenplatz 5 01/531 20-0 ministerium@bmbwk.gv.at
und Kultur* 1014 Wien manfred.wirtitsch@bmbwk.gv.at

www.bmbwk.gv.at

9 BM für Finanzen* Himmelpfortgasse 4-8 01/514 33-0 herbert.kasser@bmf.gv.at
1010 Wien www.bmf.gv.at

10 BM für Gesundheit und Frauen* Radetzkystraße 2 01/711 00-0 christoph.hoerhan@bmgf.gv.at 
1030 Wien www.bmgf.gv.at

11 BM für Inneres* Herrengasse 7 01/531 26-3100 infomaster@bmi.gv.at
1014 Wien gerhard.sulz@bmi.gv.at 

www.bmi.gv.at

12 BM für Landesverteidigung* Rossauer Lände 1 01/5200 f.butter@hbv.gv.at
1090 Wien www.bmlv.gv.at

13 BM für Land- und Forstwirtschaft, Marxergasse 2 01/711 00-7314 walddialog@lebensministerium.at 
Umwelt- und Wasserwirtschaft* 1030 Wien www.lebensministerium.at

www.walddialog.at

14 BM für Verkehr, Innovation Radetzkystraße 2 01/711 62-0 info@bmvit.gv.at 
und Technologie* Postfach 3000 brigitte.weiss@bmvit.gv.at

1030 Wien www.bmvit.gv.at

15 Bundes-Jugendvertretung* Praterstraße 70/13 01/214 44 99 office@jugendvertretung.at
1020 Wien ute.jungwirth@gmx.at

www.jugendvertretung.at

16 Bundesamt und Forschungszentrum Seckendorff-Gudent-Weg 8 01/878 38 harald.mauser@bfw.gv.at 
für Wald (BFW) 1131 Wien www.bfw.ac.at
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1) Nach anfänglicher aktiver Teilnahme hat sich Greenpeace im Laufe des Prozesses vom Walddialog offiziell zurückgezogen.

17 Bundeskammer der Architekten Karlsgasse 9/2 01/505 58 07 susanne.jenner@arching.at 
und Ingenieurkonsulenten* 1040 Wien www.arching.at

18 Bundesländervertreter Friedensstraße 11 0662/8042-5523 hermann.hinterstoisser@salzburg.gv.at
Naturschutz 5020 Salzburg www.salzburg.gv.at

19 BZÖ - Bündnis Zukunft Österreich* Kärntner Ring 11 - 13/7/4 01/512 04 04 office@bzoe.at
1010 Wien uscheuch@aon.at

www.bzoe.at

20 Die Grünen* Lindengasse 40 01/52 125-0 bundesbuero@gruene.at
1071 Wien wolfgang.pirklhuber@gruene.at 

www.gruene.at

21 Einforstungsverband Linzer Straße 42 07612/740 80 h.deimling@aon.at
4810 Gmunden

22 Fachverband der Schwarzenbergplatz 4 01/712 26 01 office@holzindustrie.at 
Holzindustrie Österreichs* 1037 Wien www.holzindustrie.at

23 Fachverband der Wiedner Hauptstraße 63 01/503 78 02 marketingforum@seilbahnen.at 
Seilbahnen Österreichs Postfach 172 www.seilbahnen.at

1045 Wien

24 Forschungsinstitut für Savoyenstraße 1 01/408 909 15-0 fiwi@vu-wien.ac.at
Wildtierkunde und Ökologie 1160 Wien friedrich.reimoser@vu-wien.ac.at

www.vu-wien.ac.at

25 Forstverwaltung Grafenegg Grafenegg 10 02735/22 05-33 forst@grafenegg.com
3485 Haitzendorf www.grafenegg.com

26 FPÖ - Freiheitliche Partei Theobaldgasse 16 01/512 35 35-0 bgst@fpoe.at
Österreich* 1060 Wien herbert.kickl@fpoe.at

www.fpoe.at

27 Global 2000* Flurschützstraße 13 01/812 57 30-0 office@global2000.at
1120 Wien andreas.baur@global2000.at

www.global2000.at

28 Greenpeace Österreich** Siebenbrunnengasse 44 01/545 45 80 service@greenpeace.at
1050 Wien nina.thuellen@greenpeace.at 

www.greenpeace.at

29 H. R. Fürst Starhemberg’sche Altenberger Straße 81 0732/245 609-0 star.direktion@aon.at
Familienstiftung Vaduz 4040 Linz

30 Höhere Bundeslehranstalt für Dr. Th. Körnerstraße 44 03862/51770 willkommen@forstschule.at
Forstwirtschaft Bruck/Mur 8600 Bruck a. d. Mur dir.aldrian@hblabru.bmlfuw.gv.at

www.forstschule.at

31 Holzcluster Steiermark GmbH Forstweg 03577/222 25 office@holzcluster-steiermark.at
8740 Zeltweg www.holzcluster-steiermark.at

32 Industriellenvereinigung (IV)* Schwarzenbergplatz 4 01/711 35-0 iv.office@iv-net.at
1031 Wien m.beyrer@iv-net.at 

www.industriellenvereinigung.at

33 Kuratorium Wald* Alser Straße 37/16 01/406 59 38 himmel@himmel.at
1080 Wien gerhard@himmel.at

www.himmel.at

34 Land & Forst Betriebe Österreich* Schauflergasse 6 01/533 02 27 office@landforstbetriebe.at
1010 Wien www.landforstbetriebe.at

35 Landesforstdirektion Europaplatz 1 02682/6000-25 59 hubert.iby@bgld.gv.at
Burgenland 7000 Eisenstadt www.burgenland.at

36 Landesforstdirektion Bahnhofplatz 5 050536/310-31 post.abt10f@ktn.gv.at
Kärnten 9021 Klagenfurt www.ktn.gv.at
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37 Landesforstdirektion Landhausplatz 1 02742/90 05-13392 post.lf4@noel.gv.at
Niederösterreich Haus 12 www.noel.gv.at

3109 St. Pölten

38 Landesforstdirektion Bahnhofplatz 1 0732/77 20-146 61 forst@post.gv.at
Oberösterreich 4021 Linz a. d. Donau walter.wolf@ooe.gv.at

www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at

39 Landesforstdirektion Fanny von Lehnertstraße 1 0662/80 42-36 78 forstdirektion@salzburg.gv.at
Salzburg 5020 Salzburg franz.zaunbauer@salzburg.gv.at

www.salzburg.gv.at

40 Landesforstdirektion Brückenkopfgasse 6 0316/877-0 fa10c@stmk.gv.at
Steiermark 8020 Graz josef.kalhs@stmk.gv.at

www.steiermark.at

41 Landesforstdirektion Bürgerstraße 36 0512/508/4500 forstorganisation@tirol.gv.at
Tirol 6020 Innsbruck h.kammerlander@tirol.gv.at

www.tirol.gv.at/wald

42 Landesforstdirektion Landhaus 05574/511-253 05 forstwesen@vorarlberg.at
Vorarlberg 6901 Bregenz andreas.zambanini@vorarlberg.at

www.vorarlberg.at

43 Landesforstdirektion Wien Ebendorferstraße 1 01/40 00-826 51 fi@mbd.magwien.gv.at
(MD - Stadtbaudirektion) 1082 Wien www.wien.at

44 Landeshauptleutekonferenz Brückenkopfgasse 6 0316/877-4527 josef.kalhs@stmk.gv.at
(Bundesländervertreter)* 8020 Graz www.steiermark.at

45 Landwirtschaftskammer Brixner Straße 1 05/92 92-0 office@lk-tirol.at
Tirol 6020 Innsbruck www.lk-tirol.info

46 Landwirtschaftskammer Schauflergasse 6 01/534 41-85 90 office@lk-oe.at
Österreich* 1014 Wien t.stemberger@lk-oe.at 

www.lk-wien.at

47 Landwirtschaftskammer Gumpendorfer Straße 15 01/587 95 28 rudolf.assfall@lk-wien.at
Wien 1060 Wien www.lk-wien.at

48 MA 49 - Forstamt und Landwirt- Volksgartenstraße 3 01/40 00-979 11 post@m49.magwien.gv.at
schaftsbetrieb, Magistratsabteilung 1082 Wien fdj@m49.magwien.gv.at 
der Stadt Wien www.wien.gv.at/wald

49 Naturfreunde Österreich Viktoriagasse 6 01/892 35 34-0 info@naturfreunde.at
1150 Wien www.naturfreunde.at

50 Naturschutzbund Österreich* Museumsplatz 2 0662/64 29 09 bundesverband@naturschutzbund.at
5020 Salzburg birgit.mair-markart@naturschutzbund.at

www.naturschutzbund.at

51 Ökobüro - Koordinationsstelle Voksgartenstraße 1 A 01/524 93 77 office@oekobuero.at
österr. Umweltorganisationen* 1010 Wien stefan.moidl@aon.at 

www.oekobuero.at

52 Ökosoziales Forum* Franz Josefs-Kai 13 01/533 07 97-0 info@oesfo.at
1010 Wien glatz@oesfo.at 

www.oesfo.at

53 Österreichische Akademie Dr. Ignaz Seipel-Platz 2 01/515 81-0 webmaster@oeaw.ac.at
der Wissenschaften (ÖAW)* 1010 Wien gerhard.glatzel@boku.ac.at

www.oeaw.ac.at

54 Österreichische Arbeitsgemeinschaft Gilmstrasse 2/Stöcklgebäude 0512/508-3908 j.jenewein@tirol.gv.at
für Alm und Weide (ÖAGAW) 6020 Innsbruck www.almwirtschaft.com

55 Österreichische Bischofskonferenz* Wollzeile 2 01/513 48 31 verwaltung@ebwien.at
1010 Wien forst@hietel.at

www.bischofskonferenz.at

56 Österreichische Bundesforste AG Pummergasse 10 - 12 02231/600 bundesforste@bundesforste.at
(ÖBf AG)* 3002 Purkersdorf georg.erlacher@bundesforste.at 

www.bundesforste.at
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57 Österreichische Energieagentur Schmalzhofgasse 6 01/586 15 24-0 office@energyagency.at
1060 Wien nemestothy@eva.ac.at

www.eva.ac.at

58 Österreichische Vereinigung für Muthgasse 107 01/214 59 03 185 oevaf-office@oevaf.at
Agrar-, Lebens- und 1190 Wien krachler@oevaf.at
Umweltwissenschaftliche Forschung www.oevaf.at

59 Österreichischer Alpenverein (ÖAV)* Wilhelm-Greil-Straße 15 0512/59 547 office@alpenverein.at
6010 Innsbruck peter.hasslacher@alpenverein.at

www.alpenverein.at

60 Österreichischer Bauernbund Brucknerstraße 6/3 01/505 81 73-0 bauernbund@bauernbund.at
1040 Wien f.grillitsch@bauernbund.at

www.bauernbund.at

61 Österreichischer Forstverein* Schauflergasse 6 01/534 41-8590 forst@lk-oe.at
1014 Wien b.blin@aon.at 

www.forstverein.at

62 Österreichischer Gemeindebund* Löwelstraße 6 01/512 14 80 oesterreichischer@gemeindebund.gv.at
1010 Wien www.gemeindebund.at

63 Österreichischer Hohenstaufengasse 10-12 01/534 44-0 oegb@oegb.at
Gewerkschaftsbund (ÖGB)* 1010 Wien heinz.fluch@ang.at 

www.oegb.at

64 Österreichischer Marco d’Avianogasse 1/1 01/512 23 31 oelakt@landarbeiterkammer.at
Landarbeiterkammertag* 1015 Wien winkler-josef@aon.at 

www.landarbeiterkammer.at

65 ÖVP - Österreichische Volkspartei* Lichtenfelsgasse 7 01/401 26-0 email@oevp.at
1010 Wien fritz.grillitsch@oevp.at

www.oevp.at

66 Papierholz Austria GmbH Frantschach 39 04352/20 50-236 b.gutsche@papierholz-austria.at
9413 St. Gertraud www.papierholz-austria.at

67 SPÖ - Sozialdemokratische Löwelstraße 18 01/534 27 direkt@spoe.at
Partei Österreichs 1014 Wien rainer.wimmer@salinen.com 

www.spoe.at

68 Städtebund* Rathaus 01/4000-89980 post@staedtebund.gv.at
1082 Wien ulli.sima@ggu.magwien.gv.at 

www.staedtebund.at

69 Stiftung Fürst Lichtenstein Kalwang Nr. 31 03846/8262-14 ramskogler@sfl.at
8775 Kalwang www.sfl.at

70 Technische Universität Graz - Rechbauerstraße 12 0316/873-0 info@tugraz.at
Institut für Ressourcenschonende 8010 Graz www.tugraz.at
und Nachhaltige Systeme

71 Umweltbundesamt (UBA) Spittelauer Lände 5 01/313 04 office@umweltbundesamt.at
1090 Wien josef.hackl@umweltbundesamt.at

www.umweltbundesamt.at

72 Umweltdachverband* Alser Straße 21 01/401 13 office@umweltdachverband.at
1080 Wien franz.maier@umweltdachverband.at 

www.umweltdachverband.at

73 Universität für Bodenkultur (BOKU)* Gregor Mendel Straße 33 01/47654-0 hubert.duerrstein@boku.ac.at 
1180 Wien www.boku.ac.at

74 Verband Österreichischer Förster Igelschwang 70 07472/90 25-216 15 f.ganster@direkt.at
(VÖF) 3313 Wallsee-Sindelburg www.der-foerster.at

75 Verein zur Erhaltung und Marxergasse 2 01/711 00-7317 christoph.majer@lebensministerium.at
Verbesserung des Schutzwaldes 1030 Wien www.lebensministerium.at

76 Waldverband Österreich* Schauflergasse 6 01/534 41-8590 forst@lk-oe.at
1014 Wien forst.schrenk@aon.at

www.waldverband.at
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77 WIFO-Österreichisches Institut Arsenal, Objekt 120 01/798 26 01-0 office@wifo.ac.at
für Wirtschaftsforschung* Postfach 91 angela.koeppl@wifo.ac.at

1103 Wien www.wifo.ac.at

78 Wildbach- und Lawinenverbauung Bergheimerstraße 57 0662/878 153-00 sektion.salzburg@die-wildbach.at
Salzburg (WLV) 5021 Salzburg www.die-wildbach.at

79 Wirtschaftskammer Österreich (WKÖ)* Wiedner Hauptstraße 63 (0) 590 900 callcenter@wko.at
1045 Wien daniela.andratsch@wko.at

www.wko.at

80 WWF Österreich Ottakringer Straße 114-116 01/488 17-0 wwf@wwf.at 
(World Wide Fund for Nature)* 1160 Wien gerald.steindlegger@wwf.at

www.wwf.at

81 Zentralstelle Österreichischer Wickenburggasse 3/13 01/405 16-36 jagd@ljv.at 
Landesjagdverbände 1080 Wien gorton-holz@aon.at

www.ljv.at
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